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The peak body representing Australia’s private pathology industry, Australian Pathology, reports
that the inclusion of Reproductive Carrier Screening to the Medicare Benefits Schedule (MBS) in
November 2023 has been a major success.

Australian Pathology CEO, Liesel Wett said, “Tomorrow marks the two-year anniversary of
Reproductive Carrier Screening being added to the MBS and we are pleased to report that this
important change has helped more than 224,000 Australians to be tested over the past two years.”

“Prior to its inclusion on the MBS, carrier screening was costly and often out of reach for many
Australians,” said Ms. Wett.

The screening includes the three most common inherited genetic conditions, which are cystic
fibrosis (CF), spinal muscular atrophy (SMA) and fragile X syndrome (FXS).

The best time for testing is when planning a pregnancy, as this gives couples the widest range of
options. However, testing in early pregnancy is also possible.

“Around five per cent of Australians carry a mutation for one of these three conditions,” said
Australian Pathology President, Dr. Shaun Donovan. “With 224,000 people tested in the past year,
that means approximately 11,000 people now know they are a carrier. This is knowledge that can
make a profound difference when planning a family.”

Reproductive Carrier Screening is the only way to determine if an individual carries one of these
conditions, and most people who learn they are a carrier have no family history of genetic
disorders.

“The increased accessibility of this test is life-changing,” said Dr. Donovan. “It gives couples the
opportunity to make informed reproductive choices and reduces the likelihood of children being
affected by serious genetic conditions.”

“The private pathology industry operates more than 6,000 collection centres across Australia,
including in regional and remote areas, helping to make testing accessible to everyone who needs
it. We currently deliver over half of all clinical genetic testing in Australia, and our universal access
means that Australian patients can have all their testing needs met within their local community”,
said Dr. Donovan.

Australian Pathology thanks the Commonwealth Government for adding Reproductive Carrier
Screening to Medicare and looks forward to continuing to work together with the Commonwealth to
improve access to essential pathology services across Australia.
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Australian Pathology is the peak body representing private pathology in Australia.



