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A change in Leadership for Australian Pathology – 
Appointment of Dr Shaun Donovan FRCPA as Australian 
Pathology President 

Chief Executive of Australian Pathology Liesel Wett, on behalf of the Board of Australian 
Pathology, today announced the appointment Dr Shaun Donovan FRCPA, succeeding long 
standing President Mark Neeham.  
 
Australian Pathology members are proud of and have greatly benefited from Mark’s leadership, 
defined by his professionalism and considered approach, particularly at times of significant 
challenge for the industry as he moves on from his role at Healius. 
 
“It has been great to have someone of Mark’s calibre as President for Australian Pathology for 
the past seven years. Mark has led the organisation through a once in a lifetime global Pandemic, 
a number of Federal Elections and advocated strongly for the needs of Australian patients 
accessing essential pathology tests. His role has built on the work of previous Presidents working 
towards a sustainable and vibrant pathology sector long into the future,” Ms Wett said. 
 
“He will be missed as he moves onto new challenges” she said. 
 
“I am proud of what we have achieved as one united private Pathology sector on behalf of 
Australian patients and our members. We led in the Pandemic, we saw patient’s access genetic 
screening tests that they have never had access to before, and after 25 years, we have seen the 
Federal government invest in pathology services through indexation of over one third of all 
pathology tests”, Mr Neeham said. 
 
Mr Neeham is convinced that the private pathology services represented by Australian Pathology 
members will continue to deliver best practice testing through Dr Donovan’s leadership. He 
welcomed Dr Donovan’s clinical focus as well as his business acumen he brings to the role.  
 
“I am extremely proud to be taking the reins of Australian Pathology and on behalf of our 
members, look forward to working constructively with the Australian Government, building 
relationships with Minister Butler and his team based on trust, strengthening Medicare and 
ensuring the best outcomes for patients” Dr Donovan said.  
 
“There is much to do to improve our health system, and Pathology has such an essential role in  
prevention and diagnosis of disease and through screening programs for bowel, cervical, breast 
and lung cancers as well as in the management of chronic diseases such as diabetes.  
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We want to do that hand in hand with all members of the Albanese Government, recognising the 
potential for significant change and challenges for the sector in the coming months and across 
the term of this parliament” Dr Donovan said.  
 
Australian Pathology members represent more than 95 per cent of private pathology delivered in 
Australia, delivering over 90% of all tests accessed by patients. Some 70 per cent of medical 
decisions and 100 per cent of cancer diagnoses relying on pathology tests. These services are 
essential in the management of most diseases, especially chronic diseases such as diabetes, 
cardiovascular disease, arthritis, hepatitis and HIV.  
 
Dr Donovan himself is a practicing Histopathologist, diagnosing cancer in his daily work as well 
as running the operations of Diagnostic Services in Tasmania.   
 
Ms Wett is clear the future of private pathology has benefited from the organisation’s consistency 
and high level of leadership. 
 
“Mr Neeham has successfully delivered for the Pathology sector in the time of his Presidency 
over the last seven years. Australian Pathology is stronger for his leadership,” Ms Wett said.  
 
“Australian Pathology member laboratories are so critical to the successful implementation of 
healthcare diagnosis and management of disease in this country. We can’t deliver healthcare 
without pathology’s role in diagnosing disease that lead to a patient’s next steps in healthcare 
interventions. 
 
I look forward to continuing to work with Minister Butler and the Federal Government on shared 
priorities to deliver better services to Australians” she said. 
 
 


